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Before the RECEIVED 
JAN 2 1 2005 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

In the Matter of 

Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service 

Centennial Cellular Tri-State Operating 
Partnership and Centennial Claiborne 
Cellular Corp. 

Petition for Waiver of Section 54.314(d) of 
the Commission's Rules 

CC Docket 96-45 

CENTENNIAL CELLUAR TRI-STATE OPERATING PARTNERSHIP AND 
CENTENNIAL CLAIBORNE CELLULAR CORP. 

PETITION FOR WAIVER OF SECTION 54.314(d) OF THE 
COMMISSION'S RULES 

Centennial Cellular Ti-State Operating Partnership and Centennial Claiborne Cellular 

Corp. (collectively "Centennial"), pursuant to Sections 1.3 and 1.925 of the Commission's rules,' 

hereby petition the Commission for a waiver of the April 1, 2004, July 1, 2004, October 1, 2004 

and January 1, 2005 filing deadlines set forth in Section 54.314(d) of the Commission's rules. 

Approval of this waiver request will allow Centennial to receive universal service support in 

Mississippi beginning as of August 10, 2004, the effective date of the decision of the 

Mississippi Public Service Commission ("Mississippi Commission") designating Centennial as 

an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC").* 

Centennial requires the universal service funding to which it is entitled in order to 

fulfill the commitments it has made to the Mississippi Commission to upgrade and expand its 

' See47C.F.R@ 1.3,1.925. Nosllngfeeappliestothisquest. 
2 In re A p p l W n  of &mkd CelIUlar Tn'Skzte Qwating Parbaemhp and centannral ' claibome CelhJar C o p  for 
Designation as an Eli& Telecommunications cimier Pursuant to Section 214(e)(6) of the Telecommunications Act of 1934, 
Docket No. 2003-UAM34 (Mus. PSC Aug. 10,2004 ("Mksks@pi Commisswn Centsuzral ETC Ruling'>. A copy of this ruhg is 
attached as Exhibit A. 



service, build out its facilities, and provide improved service to underserved areas in rural 

Mississippi. For this reason, Centennial respectfully requests that this request be granted as 

soon as possible. 

BACKGROUND 

Centennial is a Commercial Mobile Radio Service ("CMRS") carrier and provides 

wireless telecommunications service to customers in fourteen counties in Mississippi. On April 

4, 2003, Centennial submitted an Application for Designation as Eligible Telecommunications 

Carriers to the Mississippi Commission requesting designation as an ETC within the rural and 

non-rural areas of its FCC-licensed service area in Mis~issippi.~ On August 10, 2004, the 

Mississippi Commission issued a final order designating Centennial as an ETC in Mississippi in 

the rural portions of its service area for the purpose of receiving federal universal service 

support.4 

Section 54.314 of the Commission's rules sets forth the requirements for state 

certification of support for rural carriers. States that desire universal service high-cost support 

for rural ETCs must file an annual certification by October 1 with the Universal Service 

Administrative Company ("USAC") and this Commission, stating that all high-cost support 

received by rural ETCs within the state will be used "only for the provision, maintenance, and 

upgrading of facilities and services for which support is intended" (hereinafter referred to as a 

"Section 54.3 14 Certification").' Section 54.3 14 establishes a quarterly filing schedule in the 

event that the October 1 deadline is missed, which allows an ETC to begin receiving support 

'Ihe Mississippi C o e o n  subsesuently bifiucated centermial's application to allow consideration of the non-rural (i.e., 
BellSouth) areas p t e l y  fkm bre rural areas. The Musssypi Commission gtanted CImtemd ' ETC designation for the non-rural 
afeas on Sepmber 24,2003. This @tion only mcems C h w s  ETC designation m the d areas of Mississippi and does not 
concern- . 's designation as an ETC m ibe m n - d  areas of Mississippi. 

MksiFs@pi Cbmmkswn centennial ETC *, supra (granting Centenmil ETC status in its Mississippi rural service a m  but 
conditioning tfie grant of EM: status for the areas served by Franklin Telephone G-y, Inc. ("'Franklm'? on the acceptaxe by the 
Commission of a petition to redefine Franklin's service area). 

3 

See 47 C.F.R Q 54.3 14(a). 
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during the calendar year.6 Universal service support will only be provided to a rural ETC in a 

state to the extent the state has filed the requisite certification. 

On January 6, 2005, the Mississippi Commission issued an order certifying Centennial 

as eligible to receive federal universal service funds in its rural ETC areas and filed a Section 

54.314 Certification for Centennial with this Commission and USAC.7 However, due to the 

filing deadlines set forth in Section 54.314(d) of the Commission's rules, Centennial will be 

denied universal service support for the period August 10, 2004 - December 31, 2004 and the 

first two quarters of 2005 unless the Commission grants this waiver request. 

As set forth below, a waiver of the Section 54.314 Certification filing deadlines will 

allow Centennial to receive universal service support beginning as of August 10, 2004, the 

effective date of its rural ETC designation in Mississippi. Such action would be consistent with 

Commission precedent, would be consistent with the Commission's well-established 

competitively neutral universal service policies, and would serve the public interest. 

REQUEST FOR WAIVER 

Section 1.3 of the Commission's rules provides the Commission with discretion to waive 

application of any of its rules upon a showing of good cause. In addition, Section 1.925(b)(3) 

provides that the Commission may grant a waiver where it is shown that: 

(i) The underlying purpose of the rule(s) would not be served or would be 
frustrated by application to the instant case, and that a grant of the requested 
waiver would be in the public interest; or 

pursuant to Section 54.314(d), a state's cdficabn must be tild by October 1 of the precedmg cal& year for eligible 
caniers to k v e  supportbegmnmg i n k  first quarter ofthe subsequent calendar year. Ifthe October deadhe is mwd, the 
certificadonmustbe filed by January 1 for suppofito begin the second quarter, by Apnl 1 for support to begin in the thud quarter, and 
byJuly 1 forsupporttobeginintfourthqwter. ' See In Re&lkdon ofcentennial Cellular Tri-Sm Qveraiing Partntmhk and csltenniul Chbome Cellulm Corporation 
as an Eli&.ble Tbmmmicaliom Gzrrier Under 47 7LS.C. 214(e)(2), Docket 03-US-234, Order (MISS. PSC Jan 6,2005); see also 
Letter dated January 6,2005 h m  the Mississippi Cormrrission to L Flanney, USAC; Letter dated January 6,2005 h m  the 
MississqPpi Commission to M. Dokh, FCC ("Missiwippi Commkswn Letters'l). copies of the lettas are allached as Exhiiit B. 

3 



k . 
(ii) In view of unique or unusual factual circumstances of the instant case, 
application of the rule(s) would be inequitable, unduly burdensome or contrary to 
the public interest, or the applicant has no reasonable alternative.* 

Federal courts also have recognized that "a waiver is appropriate only if special 

circumstances warrant a deviation from the general rule and such a deviation would serve the 

public interest."' Accordingly, the Commission "may exercise its discretion to waive a rule 

where particular facts would make strict compliance inconsistent with the public interest."" 

The Commission established the quarterly Section 54.3 14 Certification filing schedule to 

facilitate USAC's ability to report universal service support projections to the FCC. The 

schedule in Section 54.3 14 was not intended to create a process that disadvantages carriers 

who are granted ETC designation subsequent to one of the quarterly certification deadlines. 

The April 1, 2004 and the July 1, 2004 filing deadlines (for the third and fourth 

quarters of 2004 support) fell one to four months prior to Centennial's rural ETC 

designation in Mississippi. Therefore, it is clear that the Mississippi Commission could 

not have met, under any circumstances, the normal deadline for Centennial to receive support 

beginning on August 10, 2004. In this respect, Centennial's situation is similar to the 

circumstances of several competitive ETCs that have previously been granted waivers of the 

filing deadlines set forth in Section 54.3 14." 

~~ ~ ' See 47 C.F.R 9 1.925@)(3). 
Northeast CeIlUlar Telephone G. v. FCC, 897 F.2d 1164,1166 @.C. Cir. 1990); see &o WAIT- v. FCC, 418 F2d 

1153,1157@.C.Cir. 1%9) ,Cert ,~ ,409U.S.  1027(1972). 
lo Northeast cellular T+hone Cb., 897 F.2dat 1166 (citmg WAITRadW, 418 F.2d at 1159). 
" RFB Ckllukq Im. Petitionfor Waiver of Secii0n.s 54.314(d) and 54.307(c) of the Cornnuision's Ruks and Regulations, Order, 
17 FCC Rcd 24387,T 6 (FCC EL Dec. 4,2002) ("RFI3 Waiver OrdeI"); Guam Cellular and Paging, Im. Petitionfor Waiver of 
Salon 54.314 of the CommmkionS Rules and Regulah.~,  Order, 18 FCC Rcd 7138 (FCC EL Apr. 17,2003) ('Guam~U Waiver 
orda"); Western W& Gqwr&n Petition for Waiver of saclionrr 54.3 I4 of the Commiswn's Rdes and Regulatiom, Order, 18 
FCC Rcd 14689,16 (FCC EL July 18,2003) ('Westan Wireless Waiver order"); West Virginia public Servzce Gmmicswn Request 
for Waiver of State W w n  Requhmentsfor High-Cbst Uni\;wsal Sewrce Supprtfor Non-Rum1 Caniers, Or&, 16 FCC Rcd 
5784,77(FCC~LMar. 13,2001)('WestVirginjaWa.iverOrder''). 

4 



-___ . 

Although the October 1 , 2004 Section 54.3 14 Certification deadline came after 

Centennial’s August loth rural ETC designation, as explained below, the timing of 

Centennial’s rural ETC designation did not allow sufficient time for the Mississippi 

Commission to consider Centennial’s 2005 utilization plan prior to the October 1 deadline. 

Furthermore, due to unforeseen circumstances, the Mississippi Commission was unable to 

submit its Section 54.314 Certification for Centennial to the FCC and USAC in time for the 

January 1,2005 deadline. 

In connection with its October 1, 2004 certification of ETCs, the Mississippi 

Commission required all ETCs to submit detailed utilization plans by July 1, 2004 in order 

to allow the Mississippi Commission three months to review the plans and to request 

additional information from the carriers, if necessary.’2 Although Centennial submitted a 

2005 utilization plan for its rural ETC areas on June 30, 2004, the Mississippi Commission 

did not immediately proceed with consideration of Centennial’s plan since Centennial had 

not yet been designated an ETC. In the fall of 2004, the Mississippi staff requested certain 

changes to the plan. Centennial worked with staff on several drafts of the plan and 

submitted a final revised utilization plan on December 22, 2004. The Mississippi 

Commission staff approved Centennial’s utilization plan shortly thereafter. 

The Mississippi Commission was prepared to issue an order approving Centennial’s 

utilization plan and submit its Section 54.314 Certification of Centennial during the week of 

December 27, 2004. However, due to a widespread electrical power outage that affected 

numerous state offices in Jackson, Mississippi, including the Mississippi Commission, the 

See In Re Designation of Carriers Eligible for Federal Universal Service Support, Docket No. 97-AD-552, 12 

Order (Miss. PSC May 4,2004). 
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Commission was prevented from filing the certification prior to the January 1 quarterly 

filing deadline. l 3  

The Commission has previously concluded that strict application of the Section 54.3 14 

Certification filing schedule is inconsistent with the public interest and undermines the 

Commission's goals of competitive neutrality when a carrier is denied universal service support 

it is otherwise entitled to receive. In granting similar waiver requests to competitive ETCs, the 

Commission has acknowledged that strict application of the filing schedule may have the effect 

of penalizing newly designated ETCs. For that reason the Commission has determined that it 

would be "onerous" to require an ETC to forego universal service support because it was 

designated as an ETC after a certification deadline or other special circumstances surrounding a 

state Commission's universal service procedures. l 4  

It would be inequitable, unduly burdensome and contrary to the public interest to deny 

Centennial receipt of universal service support for almost a year because (1) its ETC 

designation occurred after the Section 54.314 Certification filing deadlines for the third and 

fourth quarters of 2004; (2) given the timing of Centennial's ETC designation, the normal 

process by which the Mississippi Commission annually certifies carriers was not able to be 

completed for Centennial prior to the October 1, 2004 filing deadline for first quarter 2005 

support; and (3) due to circumstances beyond its control, the Mississippi Commission was 

prevented from submitting its 2005 Section 54.314 Certification of Centennial by January 1, 

2005 for second quarter 2005 support. Denying support to Centennial, a competitive ETC, 

would undermine the Commission's goals of competitive neutrality. A strict application of the 

l 3  See Press Release of the Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration (see attached copy); Andy 
Kanengiser, Power Outage Might Take Longer to Fix, Jackson Clarion Ledger, Dec. 29, 2004 (see attached copy). 
Had the Mississippi Commission been able to file its certification by the January 1 ,  2005 deadline as anticipated, 
Centennial would have begun receiving support in the second quarter of 2005. 
l4 s ~ e  RFB waiver *, wu waiver -, westem Wireless waiver order, west Virginia waiver order. 
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Section 54.3 14 Certification filing schedule with respect to Centennial's rural Mississippi 

operations would have the unintended consequence of delaying universal service support well 

beyond the effective date of Centennial's ETC designation. Indeed, without t h s  waiver, C m t e d  

will not receive its first universal service support disbmement Until the end of August 2005, more than a 111 

year &er the Mississippi Commission Centennial ETC Ruling. This would be inconsistent with, and 

frustrate, the underlying purpose of the Commission's rules, and would be inequitable and unduly 

burdensome to Centennial. 

Granting a waiver of the Section 54.314(d) filing deadlines-which will allow 

Centennial to receive universal service support beginning on August 10, 2004, the effective 

date of its ETC designation in Mississippi-is appropriate and consistent with Commission 

precedent, consistent with the Commission's statutory goal of preserving and advancing 

universal service, and in the public interest. Centennial and Mississippi consumers should not be 

deprived of substantial universal service support as a result of the unintended timing problem 

created by the quarterly filing deadlines of Section 54.3 14(d). Denying Centennial support 

under these circumstances is contrary to the statutory goal of promoting the availability of 

universal service to consumers in high-cost and rural areas. 

CONCLUSION 

For the reasons stated herein, Centennial respectfully requests, pursuant to Sections 1.3 

and 1.925 of the FCC's rules, a waiver of Section 54.3 14(d) of the Commission's rules. 

7 



Respectfully submitted, 

By: 

Centennial Cellular Tn-State Operating Partnership 
Cente I 1 laiborne Cellular COT. r& - 
Christopher W. Savage 
Danielle Frappier 
COLE, RAYWID & BRAVERMAN, L.L.P. 
1919 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 659-9750 

Attorneys for Centennial Cellular Tri-State 
Operating Partnership and Centennial Claiborne 
Cellular Corp. 

William Roughton 
Vice President - Legal Regulatory Affairs 
Centennial Cellular Ti-State Operating Partnership and Centennial Claiborne Cellular Corp. 
Of Counsel 

January 2 1,2005 
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I, Debra Sloan, hereby certify that on this 21st day of January, 2005, I caused a copy of 
the foregoing Centennial Cellular Tri-State Operating Partnership and Centennial CIaiborne 
Cellular COT. Petition For Waiver of Section 54.314(d) of The Commission's Rules to be sent via 
hand delivery(*), or U.S. Mail to the following 

Thomas Buckley* 
Telecommunications Access Policy Division 
Wireline Competition Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street 
Room 5B552 
Washington, DC 20554 

Gina Spade* 
Telecommunications Access Policy Division 
Wireline Competition Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12'~ Street 
Room 5B550 
Washington, DC 20554 

Irene Flannery 
Vice President, High Cost Program 
USAC 
2 120 L. Street, NW, Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20037 

Brian U. Ray 
Executive Secretary 
Mississippi Public Service Commission 
P.O. Box 11 74 
Jackson, MS 392 15- 1 174 

Vicki Helfrich 
Mississippi Public Service Commission 
P.O. Box 1174 
Jackson, MS 39215-1 174 

-.,_̂ - 
Debra Sloan 
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MS PUB SVCE COMM P4GE 02/14 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISST0.N 
OF 

TBE STATE OF MISSIGSIPPI 

IN RE: APIpLfcIAz’l[ON OF CENTENNIAL 
CELLULAR TRf-STATE OPE& 
ATING,PARTNERSRIP and 
CENTENNIAL CLAIBORNE CELL- 
ULAn CORP, FORDESIGNATION 
AS AN ELJGIBLE TELECOMMUM- 
CATIONS CAL1RLEM Y U ~ U A N C  
TO SECTION 214(ex6) OF THE 
TELRCOMMUMCATIOIW ACT of 
1937 

Csllldar Tri-Stata Operating Partnership and Centennial Claibme Celhilnt Crporation 

(“CmtenniaI”) far Designation as an Eligiila TelecommUnications Carrier C‘ETC”’) pursuant tn 

Section 214 (eX6) of thc TalacOmrrmnicatio~~~ Act of 1934, as amended (“the Ad”). k~ 

as 811 ETC ibr purposee of receiving ZJnivasal Service hmds (“USF”) puraumt to Scotion 21 4 

(e) of the Act a d  Federal Communidone Commimion (“FCC!”) Rules 47 C.FA. $8 54201 

through 54.207 in its FCC-licensed service amas in the State of Missisflippi. 

cj) Due aad proper notice of the Application was given to all interested pcrsoos as quirad 

by law ami the  isa ah's Public Utilities Rulcg ofPracticc and Procedure. 

From-Gal 961 SA60 tn-COPELMID , COOK Page 002 



08/$0/2004 15: 19 6019615469 
F. 

MS PUB SVCE COMM PAGE 83/14 

Indepenudcnts. The BTC desigmtion in BellSouth &% amas was granted on Septemhm 2A2 

2003. 

(7) 

@mhd April 7,2004. An Aytxkd order fbr clarllication was issued April 22,2004. 

The RuraI hdcp~donts  tiled a MotiUn Tur R&saing on Apdl30,2004. ‘lhis motion ww 

An Order granting E K  status to Cwtennial in the rural portions of its service area was 

p n t e d  on Msy 20,2004. 

(8) A hm-ng was had on the mrrftw on J w  30,2004, bcfm thc full Commission. - 
(9) 

all amanicaMl rapid and efkhtt radio and wire Eommunication seruioc.’ Rim]. c m s u m ~  am a 

spccificplly -ted concem of the Act, in recognition of the reality that providing scwirfi in 

low population dmity areas is an expensive proposition to a provider with vsry little, if my, 

TIE T ~ l e ~ ~ m d c a t i m  Act of 1934 has rn its p u p -  the god of ndiug available to 

2 ’ 17 U.S.C. 4 1s1. 

2 

To-COPELAND COOK Page 003 
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08(10/2804 15: 19 6819615469 MS'WB SVCE COMM 

C '  

PAGE 84/14 

continuation ofadequate scmice to rural conBuII1as in the event a d  incumbent alectcd to 

relinquish ita ETC dcsignati0n5 To that and, upon consideratiw ofan ETC petition in xufal 

~,L'~BE, i1 is not suflldent that a teic~ommunjcatims ceniar is able to provide the nemssary 

tmvica. 7 % ~  Commission iawl &u ba persuaded that such a designation a m  the publia 

interapt6 

(1 2) The importance of the public intarat analysis has draw r c i u c h  attention lately as part of a 

larger debate. The exptmemtial growth of the USF inmat yoare has drawn thc h a  

Rrcr i vrd Aua--10-04 114: 21 EM Frm-601Q61646U 

3 
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MS PUB SVCE COMM PAGE 65/14 

(14) Xn order to ofbtuate the a h  policy contibtims, wc also announce certain 

rquircments to which aderrnust oomdt befire ETC status inruraI areaa will be granted. 

These are diwussed in the relevant sections to fbllow. 

(15) The yJtlil; mturcst analysis and requirrxnm we adopt with this Order shall be 

m y  cormpelitiw pro*. 

incrcaaes the Befyicb options available ttl consumers. Competition a h a  i~ not suffidcnt to 

4 

Received Auc10-04 04:210n Fror601381646~ TolCOPELMD , COOK Page 001 



08(10/2004 15: 19 6019615469 Ms PUB SVCE COMM PAGE 86/14 

number of euggesti~ have bem made which, if adopted by the FCC, would directly impm 

(13) The img0rtaur;lt of m&dnhg rhe US annot be overstated. At present, however, thwr: is 

tm momrk&l molnmrerpsnt of my g i v e n  desigaation upOa the USE. While o w  may rcach a 

5 

Racrivrd Aur-10-01 0A:ZIpn F r ~ n r 6 0 1 1 6 1 5 ~ 6 0  Pogo 006 To-COPELMD,COOK 



MS PUB SVCE COMM PAGE 87/14 

in the public intsrcst. As thc FCC o f f a  in the fituru on thb matter, wc will 

accordingly amend thc mannur in whir! we review this pmtidsr ooncanr. 

provide 
3. C m  quality aomnehttvc: mvider d th e a  b il' itv & .. 

owu ETC dcaignation, In addidan, the ability to provide quality service firthen the goal of 

making wailable to rural BUIISUUI~I~ technology comparable to tbat of urban locations. 

6 

TO-COPELAND i COOK Page 007 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

47 U.S.C. 9 21q4 WrrJ C2.R. g M.20 1. 

7 
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W also agreed to abide by some of the 

Centamid hw not agreed to make all of them requi- biding pnwcquisitcs to the grant of 

obligations of this section. However, 

their q p f i d o n .  Such aponteul &all be obligatory b e r e  the ramaindtr of this (hder may be 

. I  

8 

Recnivlrd Aug-10-04 O4:Zlw F rea-60 1 I61 546fl Tn-COPELAND, COOK Paon 001 
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. *  

(28) "ha dbdwmtagee of whlses  inoludc the common requimnent by pvidcrs that a 

Received Aurl0-04  04:21m FrDlrtiOl 881 6489 
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08/18/2084 15: 19 6019615469 
. *  

L 

MS PUB SVCE COlvlM PAGE 12/14 

(35) AI1 campetitiw BTC3 rihall be rsquitcd to ad~0rtise and , y k c  sewice available , 

throu$hout th. mthty of &oh F C C - l i d  awn. FSrilure fo do so is more often than not an 

afterthafhd diseovby rather tbrra a problem which may t a  uvuidcd in advance. However, in 

arder to avoid noncmpliunce as much a is fsasiblo, wo sM1 also q d m  the following 

(36) Once again, CentcnniaI has ptsviourly agreed to W U ~ G  somt of that; reporting 

Obligatim but not all. Agmemmt with all requinmsnto is necessary b o h  t h ~  remainder or 

this order will baxnse aflactve. 

11 

Recrlvrd h u r l  0-84 04:21# F rom-lll8615488 To-COPELMD I COOK Page 012 
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rr IS, THEREFORB, ORDERED: 

(1) The Applicatiom af Centarmid Ccllulrr Ti-Stata Operating partnership and Centennial 

12 



MS PUB SVCE cI3MM PAGE 14/14 

(5) Tho qldm a0 of the C O ~ ~ o n  and all responses tq all d i S c O V ~  requests of thc 

Rwrivrd Auu-10-04 04:tlm F I ur801061646O 

13 
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I 

Jmwy6,2005 

Mississippi Public Service Commission 

DAVID L. CAMPBEU 
swKlRATToIwEy 



- '  



. 
8 

Mississippi Public Service Commission 

A . t t d d  SIC copies oftbe ConrmiclSiOn'~ inDocket NO. 03-UA-234. 



WUA-234 

BEFORETHE 
lKWUSSIPP1 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISNON 

IN RE: APPLJCATION.OF 
~ C E U L U L A R T R I -  
STATE OPERATING PARTNER" 
ANDCIc"MALCLAlB0RN.E 
C!ELLULM~RFC)RA"IONFoR 
D E S I G "  AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
TJNDER 47 U.S.C. 214(e)(2) 

. .  HAVING COW3 ON BEFORE tbe Mississippi Public Service comrmssl on 

("cammiesian") h t b e  coI18idcTtlfm of the centemnal . 2005 Utihttion Plan Mississippi ' 

' On April 4,2003, Ccntcmhl filed its Application for Designation as an Eligiile 

T e i ~ ~ i c a t i o p S  Carrier ('WFC'') under Section 47 U.S.C. 6 214(e)(2). On August 
r .  

10,2004, ccrprtsnrmal ' was dasignated by the Commission as an ETC in the rural portions 

of its BeEvict area except that the gcanthg ofETC status for the areas served by Ffimlrlin 

Tdephmc Company, Inc. is conditioned upon acceptance by the Federal 

conrmpnications CaamnissioO ("J?CC') of apetition to redefine Franklin's study area 

IL 

On Deoranber 17,2004, chtamid mrbrmttbd * aplanfordizdionoftheFe&al 

U n i v d  ScrviceFund support for the year 2005 for -the Commission (this 



plan rdkcted univasal service fands for the portions of Cmtermial's rural service area 

that arenot served by Franwia). OnDacGmber22,2004, it submitted its Revised Plan, 

againrefbhg usage of the frmds granted forhncm-Fl-ankh portions of cmtmmiars 

~ 8 2  ~gyice area AS rmch, this plan only ranbds b d s  for the two centcnmal * cellsites 

The Commirreion, after ccmsuitation with the Public Utilities Staff, concludes that 

C e m d a l ' s  Revised Plan is colisistent with the TelecommuniCatons Act of 1906 and 

the pcntiilLnt FCC orders. 

n l [ s , ~ ~ o R D E R E D :  

1. The colmnisaian hereby d m  that the centedmial2005 utilizat;ion Plan 

Midsippi Non-Frcmklin R d  Markets (Revised) is consbtemt with 47 U.S.C. $ 

2540. 
2. Catamial shan file quarterly repoas with the Camrmss ' icmpvidingthe 

status of univad aavice fimd expemditures andprojects, d 

3. ~ ~ i s c f f e c t v e a s o f t h e ~ ~ € i  

so ORDERED, this the k a a p y o f  Sk4u,H J 2005. 

choirrmplBoRobiasonvo Vice chairman Nielsen cochran voted 

C O 3 & & 3 i C U l ~ M i o h a a l C a l l a h a a V o t a d ~  

MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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MI- C A L L A " ,  COMMISSIONER 

ATTEST: A TRUE COPY 
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
HALEY BARBOUR, GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 

J.K. S ” G J 3 ,  JR. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

For Immediate Release 
December 28,2004 

Contact: Kym Wiggins 
(601) 594-8735 

Jackson, MS - Today, the Mississippi Department of Finance & Administration announced that 
the Woolfolk State Office Building is closed because of a power outage and will reopen on 
Monday, January 3,2005. 

The power outage is the result of a mechanical failure of the “electrical busway,” the mechanism 
that carries electrical current to the building. DFA staff is working to repair the mechanism and 
anticipate having power restored to the building by Monday. 

State employees working in the Woolfolk Building should not report to work unless otherwise 
instructed by their supervisors. Additionally, citizens who need to conduct business with offices 
in the building should call the direct lines of the offices for voice mail instructions. DFA has set 
up a hotline to answer questions regarding fmancial information such as payroll or vendor 
payments. The number for this hotline is (601) 359-1343. 

All other state offices in the Capitol Complex will be open through Thursday, December 30, 
2004. All state offices will be closed on Friday, December 3 1 , 2004 hr the observance of New 
Year’s Holiday. However, Monday, January 3,2005 offices will be closed at the discretion of the 
respective agency heads. 

The Woolfolk Building is the main administrative office building for state government, housing 
approximately 1,000 state employees. “DFA and other agencies located within this building have 
made arrangements to continue to carry out the business of the state. I expect that there will be 
minimal inconvenience and no disruption of the services provided by the agellcies within in this 
building.” says J. K. Stringer, Jr., Executive Director of the DFA. 

The Woolfolk Building’s tenants include: The Governor’s Office, Mississippi Development 
Authority, Department of Finance & Administration, Department of Insurance, Banking & 
Consumer Finance, Public Service Commission, Legislative Budget Office, PEER, Department 
of Audit, and the Office of the Treasurer. 

# # #  
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